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im^ir^hm'^) izfTiE^^s b/"cc 



As a beiow named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated 
next to my name. 

I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one 
name is listed below) or an original, first and joint inventor (if 
plural names are listed below) of the subject matter which is 
claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention 
entitled. 

A METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR IMAGE 
PROCESSING METHOD, AND A COMPUTER 
PRODUCT , 



the specification of which 

El is attached hereto. 

Dec. 21, 2000 



□ was filed on . 

as United States Application Number or 
PCT International Application Number 
09 /748 , 262 and was amended on 
(if applicable). 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the 
contents of the above identified specification, including the 
claims, as amended by any amendment referred to above. 

1 acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material 
to patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal 
Regulations, Section 1 .56. 
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^it. *Hffi^^35^I19^ (a) - (d) JS3^(i365^ (b) miz 

^^-r^tthiz. Sf5fe«i*i?iLrt^-s. ^m^fiomrtcffl^ 
^t^fcnm^ttc{mm^m(09\^mibmi&.Tiz. wp^^-r-^ 



Prior Foreign Application(s) 

1 1 -371 897 

(Number) 

2000-008375 
(Number) 



Japan 



(Country) 

(H«) 



Japan 



(I 



^) 



(Country) 

(H«) 



(Application No.) 



(Filing Date) 
(ffiiffia) 



365^ (c) cS-::J<«l*iJ§CC(c±!iL^ro ^/^c. 2^aiMcD# 
fi>I^igScD|^SA^^H^£*^35lill2lfe^I]a32:{i1#i^«;^lfe^^^ 

mmmm37m\^5mxmm^tifc^^mi^(o^mizmr^mw 



(Application No.) 



(Filing Date) 
(ttJBiB) 



(Application No.) 
(£tli^#^) 



(Ring Date) 



<mimt^±xMmxh^tmcxK^^zt. ^^cssc^^c^? 

^z t. ^ LX ^ <D J: o ^^^Mjz J: ^ ^mcomm^fr^^ . 

iL. ^^xzziz±B<ozt<mmiSiL^ro 
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I hereby claim foreign priority under Trtle 35, United States Code, 
Section 119 (a)-(d) or 365(b) of any foreign application (s) for patent 
or inventor's certificate, or Section 365(a) of any PCT Intemational 
application which designated at least one country other than the 
United States, listed below and have also identified below, by 
checking the box, any foreign application for patent or inventor's 
certificate, or PCT International application having a filing date 
before that of the application on which priority is claimed. 



27/Dec./1999 
(Day/Month/Year Filed) 

1 7/jan. /2000 



(Day/MonttVYear Red) 



Priority Claimed 

H □ 
Yes No 

m □ 

Yes No 



I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, 
Section 119(e) of any United States provisional application(s) listed 
below. 



(Application No.) 



(Filing Date) 
(ffi^S) 

I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, Section 
120 of any United States application(s), or Section 365(c) of any PCT 
International application designating tiie United States, listed below 
and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this 
application is not disclosed in the prior United States or PCT 
International application in tfie manner provided by ttie first paragraph 
of Titie 35. United States Code Section 1 12. I acknowledge the duty 
to disclose information which is material to patentability as defined in 
Tftie 37, Code of Federal Regulations, Section 1,56 which became 
available between the filing date of the prior application and the 
national or PCT International filing date of application. 

(Status: Patented. Pending, Abandoned) 
(Status: Patented. Pending, Abandoned) 

(MR : nwf^m-^m. mm^. ^mm) 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own 
knowledge are true and that all statements made on information 
and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements 
were made with the knowledge tiiat willful false statements and the 
like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 
Section 1001 of Titie 18 of the United States Code and that such 
willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application 
or any patent issued thereon, 
of ^ 
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APOOt' 
PRcA-(* 



\ 



POWER OF ATTORNEY: As a named inventor. I hereby appoint 
the following attorney(s) and/or agent{s) to prosecute this 
appfication and transact all business in the Patent and Trademark 
Office connected therewith: (list name and registration number) 



Norman F. Obion. Regetradon Number 24.618: ManHn J. Spivak. Registration Number 24.913: C. Irvin McClelland. HegistraUon Number 21 124- r,»o„ . 
Maier, Regstrabon Number 25.599: Arthur I. Neustadt. Registration Number 24.854; Richard D. Kelly. Registration Number 27 7^7 o 
Reg«tratK,n Number 28,421; Eckhard H. Kuesters. Registration Number 28.870: Robert T. Pous. Reg«tration Number 29^ cilelu^b R^^^ h"' 
^""^'I'-n'^^-o^'^""' ^""'"'^'^ Number 29.004; Wiinam E. Beaumont RegSration Number \ ^ 

Number 30.073: Robert F. Gnuse. Registration Number 27.295; Jean-Paul LavaBeye. Registration Number 31.451- Stephen It^er R^^T^ 
a2.884 Martin M. Zo^icK Registration Number 35.745; Robert W. Hahl. Registratic^; Num^r 33.893; Rchard t_ Trea^t ^iL^N^mSS 37^^^^^^^ 
P. We.hmuch. Reg«tra.«n Number 32.829: John T. Goolkasian. Registration Number 26.142; Marc R. LabgoW. P^e^^^Z^^^y^^^^ 
Healey, Reg«tration Number 36.160; Richard L Chinn. Registration Number 34.305; Steven E. UpmaTRegistration Number ^3 Oil SrtE ^- 
Reg|strat«n Number 34.426: James J. KulbasKi. Registration Number 34.648; Catherine B. Richard«,n. RegiSation Num^r 39 0^^^ Ri;:S2 1 SSIt 
Regstration Number 35.299; and J. Derek Mason. Registration Number 35.270: with full powers ot substitutonXx) re^ton ' 



Send Correspondence to: 

OBLON. SPIVAK, McClelland, maier & neustadt. p.c. 

FOURTH FLOOR 
1755 JEFFERSON DAVIS HIGHWAY 
ARUNGTON. VIRGINIA 22202 U.SJk. 



Direct Telephone Calls to: (name and telephone number) 





Full name of sole or first inventor 
Yoshiyuki NAMIZUKA 




I^ento^s signature^ ^ Oate 
^nsJiey.M^ /ijh^^^u^^i^, Feb . 5 , 2 0 01 




Residence 

Tokyo, Japan 


mm ~ ' 


Citizenship 
Japanese 




Post Office Address 

c/o Ricoh Co., Ltd. 




3-6, Nakamagome 1-chome, Ohta-ku, 
TOKYO 143-8555 JAPAN 




Full name of second joint inventor, if any 
Yuji TAKAHASHI 




Second Inventor's signature Date 
y^j^^ Feb. 5, 2001 




f=tesi&ence 

Tokyo, Japan 


mm 


Citizenship 
Japanese 




Post Office Address 
c/o Ricoh Co., Ltd. 




3-6, Nakamagome 1-chome, Ohta-ku, 
TOKYO 14 3-8555 JAPAN 


WKcO^^fsI^^^^tCCJt *T 4) ^WzIt'SSL L , ^ST-S C t ) (SuppJy similai- information and signature for third and subsequent 

joint inventors.) 
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Full name of cfiifd joint inventor. \f any 
Hiroyuki KAWAMOTO 




Third Inventor's signature Oate 

livy:^y/,<AAi ^iMJ^€6^7'>Lxj>-r; ^ Feb, 5, 2 001 




Resict^ce 

Tokyo, Japan 




Citizenship 

Japanese 




Post Office Acidress 

c/o Ricoh Co., Ltd, 




3-6, Nakamagome 1-chome, Ohta-ku, 
TOKYO 143-8 55 5 JAPAN 






Full name o\ fourth joint inventor, if any 

Hideto MIYAZAKI 


Bin 


Fourth Inventor s signature Oate 

Mi^ole^ Jyi^CuMyjxi.^ Feb. 5, 2001 




Residence ^ *^ 

Tokyo, Japan 




Citizenship 

Japanese 




Post Office Address 

c/o Ricoh Co,, Ltd. 




3-6, iN'akamagocne 1 -chome , Ohta-ku, 
TOKYO 143-8555 JAPAN 






Full name oi fifth joint inventor, if any 

Shinya MIYAZAKI 


an 


Fifth Inventor's signature Oate 

Af\XmAM^ 1Y\}/C^€)^^^^ Feb. 5, 2001 




Tokyo, Japan 


@H - 


Citizenship 

Japanese 




Post Office Aii<it^ss 

c/o Ricoh Co., Ltd. 




3-6, Nakamagome 1 -chome, Ohta-ku, 
TOKYO 143-8555 JAPAN 






Full name of sixth joint inventor, if any 

Takeharu TONE 




Sixth Invento/'s signature Dale 

XAJ^^Oi^ Feb. 5, 2001 




Residence 

Tokyo, Japan 




Citizenship 

Japanese 




Post Office Address 
c/o Ricoh Co., Ltd. 




3-6, Nakamagome 1 -chome, Ohta-ku, 
TOKYO 143-8555 JAPAN 


(^.t:S AcUr Hi.:i^cnrfef5l^S^^C^,t or (Supply similar information and signature for se,«mand sub- 
5a^DctC/¥S$f5^r aCiTo ) sequent joint inventors.) 
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# 



4 



Japanese Language Declaration 



aft 



Full name of Uvem^^ctn( invencor. \t any 

Fumio YOSHIZAWA 



Thira lnven(Of*s signacure 

flesictence 
Tokyo, J apan 

Citizenship 

Japanese 

Past Office ACdcess 

c/o Ricoh Co., Ltd. 



Gate 

Feb . 5 , 2001 



3-6, Nakamagome l-chome, Ohta-ku 
TOKYO 143-8555 JAPAN ' 




3-6, ^^akamagocne 1 -chome , Ohta-ku 
TOKYO 1 4 3-8 5 55 JAPA^T ku, 



Full name o/ n'lrtThjoint inventor, if any 

Rie ISHII 



Firth Inventor's signatuije^ 



Residence 



Gate 



residence 

Tokyo, Japan 



Citizenship 

Japanese 



Post Office Address 

c/o Ricoh Co , , Ltd, 



3-6, Nakamagome 1 -chome, Ohta-ku, 
TOKYO 143-8555 JAPAm 

Full name of Tenth \o\n\. inventor. \i any 

Sugitaka OTEKI 



Sixth Invencor' s signature 



th Invencors ai 



Feb. 



Gate 

5, 2 



001 



Resideni 

Tokyo, Japan 



Citizenship 

Japanese 



Post Office Address 

c/o Ricoh Co . , Ltd. 



3-6, Nakamagome 1 -chome, Ohta-ku, 
TOKYO 1 43-8555 JAPAN 



(Supply similar information and signature ford««TV»and sub- 
sequent joint inventors.) 
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Patent and Trademark Qtfice-U.S. OePART.MSNT OF COMWcrtCH 
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Japanese Language Declaration 







rull name a/ "cxnThjcnt inventor, it any 

Yasuyuki NOMIZU 


a 1 T"hird Inventcf's signature "~ ■ — g— ; — 

■ ^ H /UlLUi^f/^^ . Afi^M.^ Ffah tr o n r* -t 




. /J i-w-^r ^ ^y^^i^ ' » ^ , -1. U U 1 

Tokyo, Japan 




Citiisns.^ip ' " ~ 

Japanese 




Past Ottice Accress " " ' 

c/o Ricoh Co. , Ltd. 

3-6, Nakamagome 1-chome, Ohta-ku 

TOKYO 1 43-8555 .tapan 




rull name of rw^ivrm (Otn( inventor, any ~~ 


aft 


rourth Inventor's sicnacure ' ' ~ r- 

^ Oate 


©a 


Residence 



Post Office Aidrass 



(Supply similar in/armation and signature tar i6rh and suo- 
sequenc joint inventors.) 



Porm PT0-fB-2SS (3-33) 



Pateni and Trademark Onice-U,S. QBPARTMSNT OF COM.M=nCH 



